
Songwriting Workshops

About the Artist

With guitar, mandolin, 
and his great-grandfather’s 
banjo, Putnam Smith has 
performed for audiences of 
all ages, in 40 states across 
the country. A critically 
acclaimed songwriter, his 
2011 release, “We Could Be 
Beekeepers” went to #2 on 
the national Folk DJ Charts.    

Also passionate about 
educating youth, he is 
a graduate of Bowdoin 
College, and holds a 
master’s degree in education 
from Lesley University.  He 
has led music and theater 
workshops in schools all 
across the state of Maine.

           Watch video clips, read testimonials, and learn more at:

www.putnamsmith.com

the Workshops 
Adaptable to the novel, non-fiction text, or unit that you are teaching!

History of American Roots Music
Through slides, storytelling, and live performance, take a trip through the history 
of America through its various forms of folk music: blues, Cajun, old-time, and 
bluegrass.  With vintage instruments, including his great-grandfather’s banjo, 
Putnam will engage as well as edify, exploring the rich multicultural legacy of 
folk music traditions, which informs popular music right up to modern day.
Grade range: Adaptable for any age
Workshop length: 45 minute 
Group size: Large group or Assembly

The Art of Songwriting
Working in small groups, students will learn professional songwriting techniques 
to CREATE their own songs.  With student choice of banjo, guitar, or mandolin, 
Putnam will compose music on-the-spot for each song.  Also adaptable to 
fit into your ELA curriculum unit on poetry, literature, or creative writing. 
Grade range: 7-12
Workshop length: 80 minute or 2-day
Maximum Group Size: 25 

Social Justice Songwriting
How can art serve as a response to issues of prejudice and social injustice?  Why 
is narrative an effective tool for understanding social justice issues?  In this 
multi-day residency, students use songwriting as a means of raising awareness 
on issues of race, ethnicity, socio-economics/poverty, sexual orientation, and 
the environment.  In small groups, students will write the lyrics to their own 
protest song, which will then be set to music, created on-the-spot by Putnam.  
Grade range: 7-12
Workshop length: 80 minute, multi-day or week-long residencies
Maximum Group Size: 25

To discuss budget, and a workshop tailored to your classroom 
needs, contact Putnam at: putnamsmith@gmail.com

“It made me feel like a professional song writer.”
          ~ 9th Grade Student

      In Your Classroom!



Praise From Teachers and Students
“Mr. Smith's ability to collaborate and innovate with students was nothing short of magical…

The students left the room feeling and acting like artists.  Highly recommend!” 
- Jen Onken, 11th Grade English Teacher, Berwick Academy 

“It was a fun way to explore the reading.”
- 9th Grade Student

“Interesting way to raise awareness for social justice topics!”
- 11th Grade Student

“Hearing our lyrics come together with music…I felt accomplished.”
- 11th Grade Student

Songwriting Workshops that Enhance your Curriculum

help Meet Your elA And Music stAndArds in A WAY You And Your students Will love!

Common Core ELA standards met:
•  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
•  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4
•  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3
•  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C

Maine Standards met (performing arts):
•  C1.  Application of Creative Process
•  D.  Aesthetics and Criticism
•  E. The Arts and History and World Cultures

Putnam Smith
     100 Swamp Road 
                 Durham, ME 04222 
                    www.putnamsmith.com


